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killen." The facts by Dr. Carte were corroborated by Prof. Jukes, 
Mr. Blyth (of Calcutta), and the Rev. Dr. Houghton. The most in- 
teresting anthropological fact was disclosed by Mr. Scott, who said, 
" that two distinct kinds of human remains had been found in Lough 
Gur. One of these was evidently very ancient. There was a skull, 
however, which did not appear to have been very long in the lake. 
He would ask anatomists to say whether some of the skulls found in 
the lake did not point to the existence in Ireland, at a remote period, 
of a race totally distinct from its present inhabitants. Dr. Blyth 
stated that there was not sufficient of the skull remaining to warrant 
an opinion being formed." The Reader goes on to add, "subsequently, 
however, we learn that that gentleman has been shown a fragment of 
an ancient Irish human skull, with wide glabella and prominent frontal 
sinuses, which he thought there could be little doubt apj^ertaincd to 
the now Arctic race of mankind, which is known as the hyperborean 
Mongol." This fact is most interesting to anthropologists. The 
skulls which we have seen from the "river beds" of Ireland, and 
especially from the river Blackwater, and from Bovies on the river 
Nore, present a type very distinct from that of the "Mongol," or from 
the brachycephalic " stone period " skulls. They belong to the same 
great group of skulls as the specimens from Muskham (Trent valley), 
Towyn-y-capel in Anglesea, and other localities, some of which have 
been described by Prof. Huxley, or by Mr. Carter Blake {Geologist, 
June, 1862). Our attention has been long drawn by Mr. VV. Davies, 
of the British Museum, to the remarkable variation in the proportions 
of bones of cave-bear from various deposits, and we hope that some 
of them may be carefully compared with Thalarctos maritimus. 



THE DANISH KITCHEN MIDDENS. 
To the Editor of the Anthropological Reviciv. 

Sir,- — As I was returning from a stay of some months in Norway, 
in the year 1857, I went to Copenhagen. The first object of my 
devotion was Thorwaldsen and his mausoleum, which, as most of 
your readers are aware, contains a complete collection of his works 
exactly copied in marble, as well as some of the originals, while some 
of his most famous works are in the town. My next was the fine 
ethnographic collections, especially of northern antiquities. I was 
also anxious to see Professor Worsaae. I was so unfortunate as to 
find the gallery, for a certain time, permanently closed to the public. 
Professor Worsaae's brother had just died, and he had gone into the 
country, and I was referred to Professor Thomson in order to obtain 
leave to see the museums. He was most kind and courteous, and not 
only gave me permission, but himself came with me. I think it may not 
be uninteresting to some of your readers to give from my journals the 
impressions conveyed by what was then a recent discovery, and the 
substance of the remarks of so able and specially qualified a man as 
Professor Thomsen upon the ethnology and peopling of the north of 
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Europe, as well as to signalise what I think is not very generally 
known — the attention which has been paid to anthropology in Den- 
mark. The following is the entry in my journal : — 

" The Professor was very civil, came with me, and explained the 
arrangement of the musseum ; it is in three divisions, representing the 
remains of three ages : first, aboriginal tribes of very great antiquity 
(he spoke of five thousand or six thousand years, at the same time 
saying that it might be much more) unacquainted with the use of any 
metal, who used implements of flint. In the first room is a large 
collection of their tools and weapons, not finished, but in process of 
manufacture, or else repaired after having been used. In another 
room are finished articles of peace and war ; in this room was a very 
remarkable discovery— beds of oyster shells had been found in Jut- 
land, and for a long time were supposed to be caused by raised 
beaches, but, on being cut into, were found to be composed of the 
shells of eaten oysters, the under shells being found in great numbers 
together ; mixed with these are innumerable instruments of daily life, 
such as knives (of flint), combs, and the bones of animals which these 
early tribes have eaten; these are found to be extinct birds, mammals 
of the age of the gigantic ox, &c. — a curious fact, and a proof, as the 
Professor remarked, that they were very fond of marrow is, that all 
the bones have been opened for the purpose of extracting it. At this 
time, he observed, there were no inhabitants in Norway or Sweden. 
The next race, whose remains are quite distinct from the former, were 
taller, more slender, and evidently from the east ; their ornaments 
were of gold, and their earthenware vessels more elegant in form. 
The ornaments of the first race were amber bracelets and necklaces 
of large size and uncut; a large number were found together in a 
morass in Jutland, evidently, the Professor remarked, the collection 
of some travelling merchant who traded in them. The second race 
prevailed till the Christian era, and Professor Thomsen believed were 
connected with the tribes who crossed Europe before the rise of the 
Roman power, perhaps akin to the Pelasgi ; they knew not the use of 
iron, and none of their ornaments were of silver. The last were 
those who had the iron civilisation, and were, he believed, the first 
settlers in Norway and Sweden, and the progenitors of the present 
inhabitants." 

I shall not here discuss the question of the first inhabiting of 
Norway and Sweden. I am inclined to doubt the fact of the Teutons 
being the first inhabitants. I believe the race which inhabited the 
northern shores of Europe to have been akin to the Laps, Fins, and 
Esquimaux, and the Pickts or Pechts of Scotland, and to have given 
rise to many of the dwarf, troll, and fairy stories extant among the 
Sagas arid elsewhere. The subject is one which, however, is still 
much in the realms of opinion. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Charles H. Chambers. 



